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PAINLESS CHRISTIANITY

Yet if anyone suffers as a Christian, let him not be ashamed, but let him
glorify God in this matter(1Peter 4:16)

Life without pain, as attractive as it sounds, carri
too high of a price tag. Occasionally someone is bdrn
without the ability to feel pain. It is far from being
blessing. Since they feel no pain, their flesh could litér-

ally burn, and they would be unaware of what was
happening. They must live guarded lives, sheltered
from many of the joys we take for granted.

The same is true in the church. Christians of the firgt
century knew Godo6és wi |l | C
apart from pain! Jesus left the comfort of heaven and
ywent to the cross to give us the opportunity of real lif
(1Cor 8:9).

Some say Paul traded a seat on the Sanhedrin for g
stoning at Lystra (Acts 14:19). James exchanged a
peaceful fisher manos2).Silad| e
swapped teaching in Jerusalem for a blessing back ih a
prison cell in ancient Philippi (Act 16:225). No won-
der the church grew! Early Christians were willing to
pay the price.

The painless Christiani|t
ticed today is as bland as powdered eggs. Convenignce
has been substituted for commitment, and a seared ¢on-
Jscience for conviction. No wonder our people lose in-
\; terest. Remember! The Joy of victory comes at the gost

ay




A Church without a vision will surely
perish, and my prayer is that you will
catch, support and work faithfully to
fulill the vision that the Lord has given
me as Pastor of Greater Missionary
Baptist Church. The first and foremost
part of the vision is to fulfil the Great
Commission as recorded n Matthew
28:18-20 and in Acts 1:8. The vision is
for us:

To exalt the name of Jesus at all
times

To equip the saints for ministry

To create ministries that will meet
both the spiritual and physical
needs of the family, the Church and
the community

To strive for total membership in-
volvement in worship services,
Sunday School, Bible Studies and

Tithes and Offerings, and other
ministries in the Church

¢ To financially support this church
through Tithes and Offerings

To establish a five-to-six million

dollar annual budget for the
Church

i To complete Phase Il of our

building program within a year
and a half

t To purchase at least 10+ more

acres of land for the building of a
Family Life Center and a new
3,500 seating capacity worship
center

t To have a locally, state-wide and

nationally televised program

To start at least 3 home mission
churches and 2 foreign mission
churches

To'build a foreign mission school

t To establish a child development

center and a senior-citizens day-
care center

To have no less than 75 full-time
staff members

To establish a scholarship fund for
all graduating seniors

To provide shelter, food, clothing

The Vision of Greater Missionary Baptist Church

and counseling for the homeless,
the substance abuser, the abused
spouse and pregnant teens

To establish a summer youth work
program and establish a job place-
ment program for adults.

Let us remember that the Lord rewards
faithfulness, and if we remain faithful
to the vision, no good thing will the
Lord withhold from us. My prayer is
that through hard work and dedication,
this vision will become a reality within
the next fifteen (19) years. The Vision
has been given; let us make it happen
in Jesus Name, for we know that with
God all things are possible.

Rev. Willie J. Freeman

Senior Pastor




The Mission of Greater Missionary Baptist Church is to be a
mission -minded, Christ -centered, Bible -believing, preaching,
teaching, and evangelistic church as mandated by Jesus Christ
In The Great Commission (Matthew 28: 18 -20) And from this
we wi | | di sarm the enemy by empo
istically, educationally and economically to the glory of God.

. Furthermore, our mission is to be a holistic & global ministry
that ministers to the social, physical, mental, and spiritual
needs of the saints, our communities and the world.

Furthermore, our mission is to equip, train and educate each
member for the purpose of becoming a disciple, participating

i n ministry and proclaiming the

News O .

Furthermore, our mission is to live out our faith each day of
our lives, through working, witnessing, walking and worship-
ping our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

Furthermore, our mission is to live spirit  -filled and righteous
lives so that the world may see our good work and glorify our
God.

Furthermore, our mission is to become faithful stewards of our
time, talent, treasures and testimonies for the glory of God.
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BECAUSE WE CARE
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